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1. DHNumber in Sinklang: The Kirghiz race of Sinkiang is elso referred te, both
in Sinkiang and in English-lenguage texts on that province, as Heiheltze.
According to a 1941 survey they numbered 65,248 or slightly leas then 1.75
per cent of the totédl population of Sinkiang.

2. Origin of the Name: The neme Kirghiz was arrived at by combiniag the two
words kir and kiz, which mean "Forty Maldens." Kirghiz legends claim that
there were once "Forty Maidens" who became pregnant and 2o gave birth to
their race, There are three different versions as to how these "Forty
Maidens" became pregnent. The first, and most popular, is that the zale
parent of the Kirghlz race was & red dog, snother version claims that the
foam of Ismyk Kul (Warm Lake), located in what is pressntly the Kirghis
Soviet. Socislist Republic, was the cause of their pregnancy. The third ver-
gion claims that they became pregnant by dippirg their fingere in a magic
strean. '

3. History of the Race: The original home of the Kirghiz, a nomadic, Alpine

. people, was on the upper Yenlsel River, located in wbat is now Tennu Tuva.
One of the Sinkleng tribal, or clan, names, Burut, appears to confirm their
northern origin and an ancient connection with the sncestors of the Burvat
Mongols. In 84O Kirghiz war bands defested the Uighurs in Mongolia,
foreing some of the Uighurs to move south into Sinkiang. In the terth
century the Kirghiz themselves were defeated by the Khara Khiteli. A part
of the Kirghiz then moved back to the Yeniseil River and the rest started
on & gradual migraticn southwest tovard the Tien Shan range. Sonme of
the Kirghiz were driven west by the inhabitants of 8inkisng. Ch'’ien-Lung
of the Manchu Dynasty stopped this by conflrmipg the right of the Kirghiz to
the lends they had occcupied end placed them under the Jurisdiction of the
Governor of Ksshgar., Like the Kazakhs, the Kirghiz were conquered by the
Russiens in 1860 to L8700, except for those who remained within Chinese territory.
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The Kirghlz objected to the payment of taxes to the Governor of Kashgar and, when
these were forcibly exacted, they rebelled under the leadership of two chieftains,
Changar and Yusu. They were never completély subdued end after years of trouble
took advantage of the Yakub Beg rebellion of 1862 to 18Tk to throw off the sovereignty
of Emperor Tung-Chi and procleim themselves subjects of Russia. A good many of them
still remained on Chinese territory, however, and in the long wrangles which took
Place concerning the demarcation of the frontier, the exect status of the Kirghiz
remalned vegue. They were often claimed by both Russia and China, while they suc-
cessfully evoided the dominatiorn of either power. Up to the time of the Soviet
Revolution, the historicel development of the Kirghiz on both sides of the frontier
wes essentially the same. The Soviets were able to settle and organize most of
the Kirghiz in thelf territory into collectives, while the Sinkiang Kirghiz have
continued in their traditional nomedic ways.

Lagggage: Kirghiz is e Turkic lamguage, closely resembling thet of the Kazakhs.
The same langusge is spoken by Kirghiz on the Soviet side of the frontier. The
Kirghiz in Sinkieng are elmost completely illiterate and the only written form

for the langusge 1s the Arabic script. In the USSR, on the other hand, illiteracy
has decreased sharply with the introduction of the rew Kirghiz elphabet which was
an adapted Cyrillic script.

Religion: The Kirghiz belong to the Sunni order of the Islamic faith. Altnough
they consider themselves exemplary Moslems and are less tolerant of non-Moslems then
the Kazakhs, they still have many strong shamenistic holdovers. For example, one
of the duties of the "Mora," their priests, is to cast out sickness by ordering
that & sheep be killed and placed before the afflicted man. Then there is dancing

. aud the beating of drums, by which means they believe they cen drive out the devils
from the men and cause them to enter the carcass of the sheep. Whem this is teken
awey 1t is thought that the devils go with it. Bo complete is their faith in this
method of cure thaet the sick men willl more aften then not be revived.

Physical Characterigtics: The features of the Kirghiz are of Mongoloid tvre, re~
letively short with straight hair, black eyss with the epicsnshic fold. nose
broad at the bmse, light brown skin and slight fac¢ial and bedy hair., They are a
powerfil and rew-boned race with an unususlly keen semse of sight.

Dress: The Kirghiz men wear long gowns which are stuffed with wocl and cotton and

are vworn over trousere that are tucked into high riding bhoots. Most Kirghiz do not
wear the same hats winter and summer. Their winter hats are made of black fur end
have ear fleps, while in the summer they generally vear a highly embroidered tebiteiks
(skull-cap). There is & hat which is worn by the Kirghiz men in both winter and summer
It is 8 round, white, felt hat, similar in shape to a UB sailor cap. The brim, how-
ever, is of black felt and left up in back and turned down In from® to shield the eyes.
The favorite colom of the Kirghlgz are black and marcon and are reflected ln all of
their clothing. The Kirghiz women wear the ssme clothing as the men with the ex-
ception of their unique snd graceful head-dress. This consists of a tastefully wound
white turban which sits precariously high on the hesd and one end of whiach. one foot
in length, swings on the back. Kirghiz women veil their faces with whita cloth, or
lace of their own weaving, end are particularly hanisome, baving e splendid carriage.

Concentrations: The Kirghiz are Alpine nomads who are split up into small tribes
and distributed throughout the Tekes Valley and in the extreme heights of the Tien
Shan range as far east as Keshgar, their urban concentretion in Sinkieng.

Dwellings: The Kirghiz, like the Kszakhs, generally live in vurts all the vear round,
‘but some reside in mud or %cg cabins during the winter.
50X1 -

Eating Hebits: The diet of the nomsdic Kirghiz tribesmen consists of approximately

7] per cent milk, 40 per cent meat, and 10 per cent cereal. They eat ebsciutely no
vegetables end are considered medium eaters. The rich among tfem subsist on mutton,
rice and mare's milk, The poorer families have to live on noodle soup and mare's
milk, and qQecesional emell amounts of mutton. A guest at one of thelr enceampments
is always offered sour milk. The Kirghlsz consume no pork, and wine is never drunk,
even at feasts. Litile heed 1s paid to the details of the Moslem eating code save
in these two respects.
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11. OQccupations: Like the Kazakhs, the Kirghiz are pastoral nomads. They are, however,
Alpine nomads who are extremely fine horsemen and dwell emongst the steep crags and
hiéﬁfx nanow mountein trails in contrast to the Kazakhs who are steppe nomads. While
some groups of Kazakhs spend their winters in the protection of the foothills below
the mein mountein ranges and while their winter quarters are owned by imdividual

.femilies, the Kirghlz esteblish their winter quarters on the banks of rivers andthe
whole clan occuples common winter gquarters. Thelr summer pastures, unlike those
of the Kazakhs, -are high up in the mountains. Each clan moves freely up and
down between winter quarters and high summer pastures, but is limited in horizontal
movement by the presence of other clans in neighboring valleys.

-3 -

Basicaelly they are given to the tending of extensive sheep flocks, hreeding Bectarlan
camels and horned cattle, including yaks which are useful pack animals for mountain
travel. The Kirghiz also occupy themselves with hunting furred snimels, the wealthier
ones using eagles for that purpose. They are herdsmen and hunters, all other duties
being left to their women. They are considerably poorer in total number of livestock
than the Kazakhs, but have somewhat more sgriculture, some of it irregated. However,
since they are nomadic by neture, those who have been forced to turn to agriculture
are raising crops only half-heartedly and since the lands which they inhabit are not
very fertile they are extremely poor. During a large part of the year they depend
for their water upcn snow from the hills. Becsuse of their impoverishment it is

not surprising that tgey show & great ingenuity in avoiding texation.

12, Customs:

8. ' General: The Kirghiz vest their tribal govermment in the hande of the elder

‘ whose dictates are strictly respected. KNo forelgner may witness a Klrghiz court,
The adjournment of the court 1s signeled with loud sounding thumps on the table
and a fierce, solemnly sworn oath.

On horseback they are superb. From an early sge the youngeters live in the seddle.
A geme called "beigs," a furious rece, is their favorite sport. At the sounding
of & bugle each man leaps upon the best horse he can find to dash wildly, sometimes
for many miles, to seize the newly killed lamb which has been placed at the finish
of the race as & prize. These races, in which the children often take part, must

be seen to be bellieved. Sometimee the course 1s po less than twenty miles, every
mile being completed with utter bedlam, tricks feir and foul and wilth wild ex-
citement and screaming.

b. Marrisge: Their marriage customs are very similar to those of the Uighurs, but
the bride on entering her new home must share, with ber husband, & wheat-cake
sosked in salt water. This ritual is seid to ensure fertility and to make it
more likely that the children will be males. A men may take four wives, but
all the wives enjoy equal rights and are of the same mocial standing. It is
very unusual for & woman to marry a second tilme,

¢. ' Divorce: Domestic quarrels are always dealt with by the Mora, the local priest.
The Mors enters the tent and reads the Koran to the disputing couple. The same
rule epplies to widows as among the Kazakhe, they must not remarry out of the
husband's family. This principle is flrmly established despite the famct that
it 1s frowned upon by all strict followers of Islanm.

d. Burial Rites: Hilarity and celebration, not sadnesse, characterizes the funeral
ceremony. The dead person is placed on & hilliop, interned with feced, elothing
and & certain amount of money, in & high, walled tomb. The subtenence iz sup-
posed to feed him on the way to the hereafter. They pay great respact to thelr
dead and the annual ceremony of visiting the graves 18 an occaslon for much
feesting. Friends snd relatives bring gifts and in return sre fessted. The
whole ritual ende with either horse reces or ehooting competitlons.

13. Good Qualities: The Kirghiz are frank and manly and, save during their outbursts
of lewleseness, they are quite law-abiding. Their fear of officiels is almost leugh-

gble et times. Despite their poverty they are very hospitable and, though they are
elweys esger for plunder, they consider it the depth of sheme to steal from a guest.
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14. Pad Quelities: From the sanguinary and unsavory episodes in the Kirghiz history
one can judge the generel cheracteristics of thils people. They asre born plunderers,
good fighters, bad neighbors and a thorn in the side of suthorities wherever they
are to be found. . :

15, Summary: There ‘can be no denying the fact that the Kirghlz still present an awkward
problem to the Government of Sinkiang. Perhaps the best solution would be to allow
them as much freedom as possible so as to graduslly win their confidence and over-
come their distrust of all officisl rule. But their thieving inclinstions meke it
quite impossible o ignore them and since they have the knack of moving swiftly
from place to place amid the foothills of the Tien Bhen range, expeditlons tc
punish. them for their occasionsl raids upon Moslen villages meet with grest 4if-
ficulties end do not ususlly schieve their objactive. One good thing the Kirghiz
heve done; during the brief pericd when, under the lesdership of Usman they controlled
Kashger, they convinced the other Moslens that the Chinese administration, with all
its feults, was paradise compared with their regime. Even at the present time they
still sit on the fence and though Boviet influence over them 1s inareasing, they are
now tending to drift towards Chins, Probably their movemspits are Just an instinctive
avoidance of any irksome suthority. . : =
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